
There’s an app for thatThere’s an app for that



iPhone is runaway successiPhone is runaway success



Why?Why?

� Market
� Distribution
� Mindshare

� Market
� Distribution
� Mindshare� Mindshare� Mindshare



MarketMarket

� 17 million iPhones
� 13 million iPod Touches
� Single market -- same resolution, same 

� 17 million iPhones
� 13 million iPod Touches
� Single market -- same resolution, same � Single market -- same resolution, same 

screen size, similar capabilities
� iPhone users are used to downloading 

apps
� Payment is easy

� Single market -- same resolution, same 
screen size, similar capabilities

� iPhone users are used to downloading 
apps

� Payment is easy



Distribution: App StoreDistribution: App Store



MindshareMindshare

� Ads
� Publicity
� Press coverage

� Ads
� Publicity
� Press coverage� Press coverage� Press coverage



Success stories 
spur developers
Success stories 
spur developers

� Trism (US$4.99)
� Developer, Steve 
� Trism (US$4.99)
� Developer, Steve � Developer, Steve 

Demeter, made 
$250,000 profit in 
two months

� Developer, Steve 
Demeter, made 
$250,000 profit in 
two months



Success stories spur 
developers - iShoot
Success stories spur 
developers - iShoot

� Developer, Ethan Nicholas, made $800,000 profit in 
five months. Has quit Sun to work full time

� Developer, Ethan Nicholas, made $800,000 profit in 
five months. Has quit Sun to work full time



In SingaporeIn Singapore

� Size of market? Estimates of iPhones 
sold range between 80,000 to 160,000 
iPhones

� Size of market? Estimates of iPhones 
sold range between 80,000 to 160,000 
iPhones
sold range between 80,000 to 160,000 
iPhones

� Don’t forget grey market iPhones
� iPod Touch

sold range between 80,000 to 160,000 
iPhones

� Don’t forget grey market iPhones
� iPod Touch



Singapore-based apps in app 
store
Singapore-based apps in app 
store
� About 30 apps
� Wide range
� Public transport
� Private transport

� About 30 apps
� Wide range
� Public transport
� Private transport� Private transport
� Location-based 

services
� News
� Others (iGV, OCBC, 

Wireless@SG-related)

� Private transport
� Location-based 

services
� News
� Others (iGV, OCBC, 

Wireless@SG-related)



Public transportPublic transport

� iCabSG
� 3 MRT guides

SG Trains
Singapore Subway

� iCabSG
� 3 MRT guides

SG Trains
Singapore SubwaySingapore Subway
MobiGuide-Singapore 
MRT

� 4 bus guides
SG Buses
Singapore Bus Guide 
II
SG Transport 
TranSGuide

Singapore Subway
MobiGuide-Singapore 
MRT

� 4 bus guides
SG Buses
Singapore Bus Guide 
II
SG Transport 
TranSGuide



Private transportPrivate transport

� Trafficam SG
� SG ERP
� Carpark@SG

� Trafficam SG
� SG ERP
� Carpark@SG� Carpark@SG� Carpark@SG



Location-based 
services
Location-based 
services

� Foyage (general) 
(gone regional)

� Foyage (general) 
(gone regional)

� Locacity (general)
� buUuk (gone 

regional)

� Locacity (general)
� buUuk (gone 

regional)



NewsNews

� iToday
� Straits Times
� Channel NewsAsia

� iToday
� Straits Times
� Channel NewsAsia� Channel NewsAsia� Channel NewsAsia



MiscMisc

� iGV
� OCBC
� SG Wireless
� Hoiio

� iGV
� OCBC
� SG Wireless
� Hoiio� Hoiio
� Bounce
� Xi Yan
� SG Pools
� TVGuide@SG
� SG 4D
� Singapore GST
� Malls.SG

� Hoiio
� Bounce
� Xi Yan
� SG Pools
� TVGuide@SG
� SG 4D
� Singapore GST
� Malls.SG



SG Mahjong LiteSG Mahjong Lite



Bus GuidesBus Guides

� Many developers take 
the bus?

� Data readily available 
online

� Many developers take 
the bus?

� Data readily available 
onlineonline

� This category growing 
in complexity

� From simple bus guide 
like this: 

online
� This category growing 

in complexity
� From simple bus guide 

like this: 



Bus GuidesBus Guides

� Evolved, added 
journey planner 
capability

� Added bus arrivals 

� Evolved, added 
journey planner 
capability

� Added bus arrivals � Added bus arrivals 
tracking

� Added Location-
based service (bus 
stops near you)

� Added bus arrivals 
tracking

� Added Location-
based service (bus 
stops near you)



NumbersNumbers

� buUuk (restaurant 
guide) and SG 
Buses (bus guide)

� Close to 40,000 

� buUuk (restaurant 
guide) and SG 
Buses (bus guide)

� Close to 40,000 � Close to 40,000 
downloads

� Close to 40,000 
downloads



Web appsWeb apps

� Safari is an 
excellent web 
browser

� Displays webpage 

� Safari is an 
excellent web 
browser

� Displays webpage � Displays webpage 
as normal webpage

� Handles Javascript

� Displays webpage 
as normal webpage

� Handles Javascript



Web appsWeb apps

� Web apps optimised for 
the iPhone can look 
great 

� They can also leverage 
on iPhone’s capability 

� Web apps optimised for 
the iPhone can look 
great 

� They can also leverage 
on iPhone’s capability on iPhone’s capability 
(eg. click on phone 
number to start phone 
application)

� Examples include:
I-Movies
I-Singeo
I-SinJet
Iris (SBS Transit)

on iPhone’s capability 
(eg. click on phone 
number to start phone 
application)

� Examples include:
I-Movies
I-Singeo
I-SinJet
Iris (SBS Transit)



Web apps: Even GamesWeb apps: Even Games



Global marketGlobal market

� Local developers 
also targeting the 30 
million global market

Tubejunkies

� Local developers 
also targeting the 30 
million global market

TubejunkiesTubejunkies
Chordica
Upcoming Events

Tubejunkies
Chordica
Upcoming Events



Doodle Kids: Lim Ding WenDoodle Kids: Lim Ding Wen

� 480,000 downloads� 480,000 downloads



FutureFuture

� iPhone OS 3.0
In-app purchasing
Push notification

� iPhone OS 3.0
In-app purchasing
Push notification
MapKit
Faster Javascript engine
Hardware connectivity

MapKit
Faster Javascript engine
Hardware connectivity



Thank youThank you

Jimmy Yap

The Singapore iPhone 
Guide

http://theiphoneinsingapore.
blogspot.com

Jimmy Yap

The Singapore iPhone 
Guide

http://theiphoneinsingapore.
blogspot.com


